
www.private-air-mag.com  1

PRIVATE AIR
LUXURY HOMES

Volume 6 | Issue 3

RAZZLE-DAZZLE 
INVESTING IN 

CANNES,  
SAINT-TROPEZ,  

& MONACO

ART & DÉCOR
Interior Designers Aman & Meeks

A ROMANTIC GETAWAY
The Lure of Amore in Italy

THE STAR POWER OF
HEARTH AND HOME IN
SAGAPONACK, 
NEW YORK

AIRBUS CORPORATE JETS
ACJ320neo - The Ultra-New Look

DUBAI SHINES 
EVEN BRIGHTER
A New Art Center in the Horizon



96  Private Air Luxury Homes

By: E.J. Webber

ART & DÉCOR
Aman & Meeks blend their lives and their design talents to create a “new formal” 
for interiors around the globe.  Sumptuous settings incorporating cutting-edge art 

weave a spell of allure and appeal
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DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE

ABOVE:
A limited palette of pale pink, white, gray, 
and silver in the living room complements 
the sculpture of a stag by Kohei Nawa 
and the reflective painting by Rudolf 
Stingel and draws the eye to one of Gary 
Hume’s glossy “door” paintings hanging 
in the hall beyond.

OPPOSITE:
A corner of the living room holds 
a poodle sculpture by Katharina 
Fritsch beside a silk covered chaise.  
A commissioned work by Takashi 
Murakami, and Elective Affinities III by 
Richard Artschwager, share space on the 
pale pink walls.

W hen Jim Aman and John 
Meeks speak they are 
nearly indistinguishable 

from one another by what and how 
they say.  There is smoothness to the 
way Jim Aman and his partner John 
Meeks talk about their design work 
that is as energetic, fresh, and clean as 
their design output. 
 
They generally agree and have a 
similar sense of aesthetic, color, and 
what is appropriate for the particular 
project explaining that, “When we 
have a project to develop, we take 
the geography into consideration.  
Designing a Santa Fe home should be 

different from a Palm Beach home so 
we draw on the geographic sensitivity 
of various plans be they desert, ocean, 
city, or mountain areas.”

Jim Aman is the “big picture” part 
of the team who concentrates on 
carpeting, walls, and color – the more 
or less cohesive mix of a project.  The 
experience of store design for Ralph 
Lauren and then going on to become 
the creative director for Wathne 
years ago, laid the foundation for 
his impeccable eye.  John comes 
from a family of furniture designers 
and draws on similar experiences of 
fashion design work, set design, then 



98  Private Air Luxury Homes



www.private-air-mag.com  99

DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE

ABOVE:
Silk taffeta and pearl on the four-poster 
canopy bed and custom embroideries 
in wool sateen bring elegance to the 
master suite.
Upholstered slipper chairs and works 
by Rickard Patterson and Peter Halley 
complete the scene.

OPPOSITE:
In the study, a zebra-skin ottoman and 
array of art break the neutral palette.

moving into architectural design. 

Since going into private design work 
20 years ago, they have maintained 
the loyalty of a few large families 
with multiple homes who have fine 
art collections that needed to be 
incorporated into new settings.  John 
explained: “Our first client was an 
avid collector of contemporary art 
and from there it went into a niche 
of designing interiors for collectors of 
art.”

The aim for this Palm Beach home 
was for it to be as good as the 
owner’s major art collection.  The 

area had to be at home and in sync 
with classic Palm Beach and a 
gallery environment.  “It had to be 
glamorous but not old world.  We 
call it ‘transitional’ or ‘new formal’,” 
Jim told us.  Anchor furnishings 
such as the gilded 17th Century 
English George I console, or a pair 
of Baccarat crystal chandeliers feel at 
home with the Regency style and the 
myriad of fine art by blue chip artists 
such as Jeff Koons, Donald Judd, 
Cindy Sherman, Louise Bourgeois, 
Richard Artschwager, Terry Winters, 
and Rudolf Stingel.  The list of artists 
reads like a who’s who of the postwar 
and contemporary art scene and their 
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DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE

TOP LEFT:
Custom made shell encrusted frames 
on the mirrors in the foyer are a Floridian 
motif.  A dog sculpture by Jeff Koons 
sits beneath a gilt wood demilune table.

TOP RIGHT:
Bronze herons add Palm Beach panache 
to the fountain pool and terrace.

work is placed strategically around the 
interior – an interior whose painted 
walls evoke the inside lip of a conch 
shell that brought out the airiness and 
freshness of the nearby ocean.

Since rooms of a home must be as 
good as the art collection it will 
enhance, it is also a fact that a room 
must:  “Stand on its own even without 
the art for that wow factor,” said Jim.  
Using a lot of different sources and 
vendors in New York and all over the 
world, along with pieces designed by 
John, the duo definitely has carved 
out a special place for their talents 
right alongside the renowned artist 

works that are all around them.

Working with collectors who want 
their art to complement their lifestyles, 
John Meeks and James Aman have 
stunned their clients with imagination, 
talent, and their interpretation of 
classic elegance and craftsmanship.  
Their new project, the second in the 
same building, on west 57th Street in 
New York and a private Palm Beach 
resident will continue to speak to 
those who love art and home. 

For more information on 
Aman & Meeks please visit 
www.aman-meeks.squarespace.com


