
In the same way that the firm’s namesake revered the creative mind of Ian 
McHarg, the renowned Scot who founded the department of landscape 
architecture at the University of Pennsylvania, a new generation of designers 
continues to be wowed and influenced by the majestic works of outdoor 
drama for which Hollander Design is known. Over the past two decades, 
Edmund Hollander and founding partner Maryanne Connelly have built  
an international reputation on what they describe as a three-way marriage 
between the ecologies of nature, architecture and man. “Everything we create  
is geared toward honoring and respecting those three ecologies,” says Hollander, 
who studied under McHarg while earning his master’s in landscape architecture 
at Penn. “Our styles are as varied as the properties and priorities of our clients. 
We’ve done everything from formal and contemporary landscapes to meadow-
like schemes overrun with ornamental grasses and masses of wildflowers.” The 
versatility of the New York, Chicago and Sag Harbor firms is surpassed only  
by the seamless artistry that it brings to its projects, matching landscape to 
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The land is the guide at 
Hollander Design—and as 
evidenced by the elegant 
simplicity and brilliant 
integration for which it’s 
known, the award-winning 
landscape architect firm 
follows its lead to perfection.

The spine of the garden, a clean 
gravel path, extends the property, 
complemented by vibrant green 
and purple plantings.
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“Our landscapes respond to 
the site, the architecture and 
to the client. No two designs 
are alike or repetitive.”
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architecture and drawing visual connections 
between the interior and exterior of a luxury 
residence. It’s no wonder that Hollander 
Design has completed a variety of singular 
projects—countryside estates, high-rise 
gardens, oceanfront properties, historic 
landscaping—in markets all over the globe. 
“No matter where we work, our aim is always 
to provide the right fit for our clients,” says 
Hollander, whose firm has completed projects 
throughout the East Coast, as well as in the 
Caribbean, Europe, Hong Kong and China.

MASTER CLASS
As Hollander recalls, undergrad courses did 
little to ignite his imagination. It wasn’t until 
he took an elective in landscape architecture, 
“and realized how much I loved trees and 
plants,” that he knew he had found the right 
outlet for his passion. Today, that passion 
manifests itself in design that’s elegant 
without being complex. “Our clients want 
landscaping that’s magnificent, but that 
doesn’t require an extensive amount of  
work for them,” he says. In consistently 
hitting all the right horticultural, hardscape 
and environmentally sensitive notes, 
Hollander Design has earned the loyalty  
of second and third generations of clients. 
Along the way, the firm has earned a host  
of industry awards such as the Sanford 
White Award from ICAA, honors from the 
American Society of Landscape Architects 
and two awards from the New York and 
Connecticut chapters of the American 
Institutes of Architects. “We have a thriving 
practice in locations around the world,” 
Hollander says. “And we’re fortunate to 
have long-term and warm relations with 
our clients.”

  | hollanderdesign.com
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01.A boxwood hedge contains a border of flowering perennials and shrubs, while the geometric lawn panel 
is bordered by lavender. 02.A townhouse garden’s two levels were created with an outward focus on a 
custom reflecting pool and wall fountain. 03.Plane trees provide a ceiling for this outdoor dining area 
surrounded by white astilbes and neatly clipped boxwood. 04.A formal stair was constructed to provide 
connection to the new lawn at this historic home. 05.A rooftop terrace provides a private retreat amid a 
woodland setting of white birch trees underplanted with hellebores, boxwood and other striking perennials.
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