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arfa Modern: Artistic Interiors of  the West 

Texas High Desert, by author Helen Thompson 

and photographer Casey Dunn, features a 

stunning variety of  twenty-one homes reflecting 
a minimalist lifestyle that complements the desert 

terrain of  Marfa. It took the pair two years 

to shoot the book, and they were intent on 

capturing the homeowners' stylistic intentions. 

As a result, the houses were shot as simply as 

possible, with nothing extra added that wasn’t 

already somewhere in the house.

1. Mystic Cinder Block
This space morphed from intended event 

venue into a private home, retaining some of  

the elements along the way—such as concrete 

floors—that make it hardy. A cypress ceiling and 
steel trusses cover the main room, which includes 

living, dining, sleeping, and cooking spaces. The 

orange clerestory windows are painted in auto 

body lacquer.

MARFA

2. Filling Station Contemporary
Conceptual artist Michael Phelan's home was 

originally a Texaco service station and bus stop, 

and later became Colomo Handy Store. His living 

room, formerly the functioning garage, still has the 

original concrete floors and twelve-foot-high wood 
ceilings supported by steel beams. Phelan’s locally 

made twenty-foot-long dining table occupies one 

side of  the 1,000-square-foot room. Big walls offer 
the right backdrop for Phelan’s big art.

3. Dance Hall Minimal
This hundred-year-old structure, originally 

built as a private dance hall, has seen many 

incarnations, from a grocery and candy store 

to simply a derelict building. Designer Barbara 

Hill used birch plywood on both the ceiling 

and the floor, for visual continuity. Hill favors 
strong design statements—she extended the entire 

kitchen across one wall, overleaf, and emphasized 

the gesture with an extra-wide industrial sink. 

The poetry chairs, at right, are custom made by 

modern
Excerpts curated by Paxton Kelly
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Hill, with pithy excerpts from romance novels 
inscribed on the upholstery.

4. The Power of Paint
Houston interior designer Marlys Tokerud 
collaborated with George Sacaris, an artist and 
designer with architectural training who works 
mainly in metal. Tokerud wanted everything to 
be simple, white, and easy to maintain. They 
discovered oak flooring and a perfectly preserved 
longleaf  pine ceiling that had been the underside 
of  the original roof. Sacaris created an oversize, 
pivoting metal door for the dining room; it allows 
cooling breezes to flood the space.

5. Ranch on the Horizon
This 8,000-square-foot, single-story ranch house 
sits on the crest of  more than two thousand acres 
and overlooks hectares of  desert a few miles 
southwest of  town. Projecting out diagonally from 
the point where the master bedroom wing and 
the central rectangle meet, the living room juts 
into the landscape with a window wall that acts 
like a viewfinder for the outside world.
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