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Other books
The best of the rest, from city guides and houseplant advice to 
botanical history and practical garden design ideas. 

CITY GREEN: PUBLIC 
GARDENS OF NEW YORK
by Jane Garmey
Photographs by Mick Hales
The Monacelli Press, £36.11
ISBN 978-1580934800
From well-known sites to  
secret corners, discover a 
greener side of New York City. 

AN ABUNDANCE OF FLOWERS
by Judith M Taylor
Ohio University Press, £16.26
ISBN 978-0804011938
Discover the fascinating history 
and dedicated plantsmen 
behind eight well-known  
plants including Gladiolus, 
Clematis and Dianthus. 

This book will strike a chord 
with the many gardeners 
who feel that contemporary 
gardens are now dominated 
by a planting style and a 
plant palette that has become, 
as Andy Vernon puts it, 
‘predictable, just a little too 
polite’. As an antidote, Vernon 
champions bedding plants 
that in the main are neglected, 
despised even, by many 
gardeners and designers,  
and which form what the book 
refers to as ‘flower-powered 
seasonal displays’. 

The book celebrates these 
plants as ‘generous, easy-
to-find, easy-to-grow and 
easy-to-please’. Vernon praises 
begonias, petunias, verbenas 
and the hundreds of other, 
mainly annual, plants for  
their floriferous qualities  
and their riotous colours. 

Inspired by memories of 
his grandfather’s colourful 
bedding plants and the glorious 
displays in local parks, Vernon 
suggests a dozen or so planting 

themes, mainly based around 
colour schemes, each with 
several pages of a sort of swatch 
card of plants and colours. His 
names for them, such as candy 
floss and sherbet spring, give an 
indication of the bold colours 
that appeal to him. Though 
lovers of pastel colours will also 
find ideas, and all are set out as 
recommendations rather than 
recipes, serving as springboards 
for the reader’s imagination.

The book is to be read as an 
encouragement to gardeners 
to follow their instincts and 
plant whatever they want, not 
what is fashionable. I liked 
this book as much for the 
planting suggestions as for the 
breath of fresh air it blows over 
the discreet, well-mannered 
planting schemes of most 
modern gardens. Vernon’s 
previous book helped rekindle 
our appreciation of dahlias.  
I hope that this one encourages 
more of us to shrug off our 
inhibitions and create more 
‘flower-powered gardens’.

As an alternative to most planting schemes the 
book champions floriferous bedding plants for 
their bright colours and ease of cultivation.
Reviewer John Hoyland is a plantsman and writer.

BOOK REVIEWS

GARDEN DESIGNS 
MADE SIMPLE
by Judith Lywood
The Cloister House  
Press, £19.95
ISBN 978-1909465664
A collection of illustrated 
garden plans, well suited  
to beginner gardeners. 

THE FLORILEGIUM  
by Colleen Morris and 
Louisa Murray
Kew Publishing, £32
ISBN 978-1842466490
A beautifully produced  
book showcasing the  
botanical richness of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Sydney.

THE FLOWER-POWERED 
GARDEN
by Andy Vernon

Timber Press, £22.99
ISBN 978-1604696660

PRACTICAL HOUSE  
PLANT BOOK
by Fran Bailey and Zia Allaway
RHS, £14.99
ISBN 978-0241317594
An invaluable guide with more 
than 175 detailed plant profiles, 
display ideas and expert plant 
care advice from the RHS. 




